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Abstract 
I will review the tautological ring of M_g from a representation-theoretic/motivic 
point of view. This allows us to completely determine the tautological rings of all 
fibered powers of the universal curve over M_g for g small. We also obtained 
some structural results along the way, and located a possible failure of the 
Gorenstein conjecture for the fibered powers of the universal curve. Joint work 
with Dan Petersen and Mehdi Tavakol. 
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